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SUBSCRIPTIONS may be delivered to the following | 

Bookſellers : Meſſrs Fletcher, and Prince, in Oxford; | 
 Meſirs Thurlbourn & Woodyer, in Cambridge; Meſſrs | 
- Rivington, Payne, Dodſley, and Fletcher, in London. 


HE Sixr Year, from the beginning of the 

Collation of the facred Hebrew MSS, being 

nearly concluded; I think it my duty, moſt 
gratefully to acknowledge the great encon- 
8 ragement, with which my Work hath thus far been 
honourably diſtinguiſhed. + And at the fame time that 
I endeavour to expreſs the deep Senſe I have of my 
uncommon Obligations, * firſt of all to His Sacred 
MAJESTY, and next to the Illuſtrious SocreT1Es 
and Learned PRRSoNs, who patronize my Undertaking; 
I ſhall (as uſual) ſpecify the Progreſs therein made, for 
the Satisfaction of Thoſe, who with ſo much Public- 
Spirit are pleaſed to ſubſcribe to it. | 


After the Experience of one or two years, in this 
| extenGre and laborious Work; it was highly proper 
that the Patrons of it ſhould be informed, how much 
time might be neceſſary for the completion of it. And, 

after the molt careful computation, I acquainted them 
that the Collation of our own Hebrew MSS, together 
with ſome of the beſt Foreign MSS, to be collated at 
the ſame time, would probably be finiſhed 1 in the ſpace 
of Tex YEars. 


It is with great Pleaſure, that I now confirm this 
computation ; and think, that in the next Four years, 
(if but my preſent State of Health continues) will be 
collated, not only the reſt of the. Hebrew MSS before 
known in Great Britain and Ireland, but alſo Five 
others — one, in the library of The Royal Soctety — one 
(a compleat Bible) lately purchaſed by Solomon Da Coſta 
Ei; — two, in Dublin; one belonging to That Univerſity, 
the other to the Archiepiſcopal library of St Sepulchre : the 
knowledge of both which MSS was obligingly commu- 
nicated to me by Mr Profeſſor Sullivan—and the other 
is a valuable Ms of the whole Bible, written in Syria, 


and purchaſed for me at Venice by the Rev. Mr Mor- 
daunt; through whoſe Care it was ſafely as ta 
me near twelve months ſince. A 


The chief buſineſs of the preſent year has been the. 

collation of Seven MSS, making Eleven Volumes; which 
number becomes Thirteen by the addition of Two Folio 
Volumes, which are part of another MS. And theſe Se- 
ven ( omitting the unfiniſhed MS) make the whole num. 
ber of our own MSS hithego collated FreTy-SgveNn. 
Of theſe MSS, already collated, Seven contain each the 
whole Bible ; which. Seven therefore may contain more 
Verſes than Twenty other MSS. And it may be added, 
that the number of Verſes in the MSS, thus far col- 
hated, bear a greater proportion to the remainder, than 
Six years now paſt bear to the remaining Four. My 
Patrons may however be aſſured, that, without any im- 
proper attention to this computation, and without the 
leaſt inclination to protract this Work unneceſſarily (for 
no one perſon in the world can more ardently deſire to 
have. it finiſhed than I do, partly from long experience 
of the Fatigue attending it, and partly from a firm 
conviction of the Utility to be derived from it) the 
Remainder of the Work ſhall be diſpatched with the 
greateſt Expedition, conſiſtent! with proper Care: my 
time being almoſt entirely devoted to the diſcharge of 
my duty in the conduct of this Work; to the employ- 
ment of as many Aſſiſtants as can well be ſuperintended 
at home, and to an extenſive Correſpondence for pro- 


curing (at a very large Eper! collations of the beſt 
MSS abroad. | 


When this Work had been carried on, for ſome years; 
it was found, not only that many of the Variations in 
the MSS were of conſiderable importance, but alſo 
that the Whole, when collected, would be ſo very nu- 


merous, that there was a neceſſity for inventing ſome 
method ſingular in its kind, to anſwer fo ſingular an 
occaſion, as the regular and uncrouded arrangement of 
all theſe variations under their reſpective chapters and 
verſes. . In the laſt year therefore was begun, and in 
this year has been finiſhed, and is now bound up in 30 
Folio Volumes (interleaved) a copy of the printed He · 
brew Bible, paſted upon writing paper, with only twa 
verſes in each page ; the vacant ſpace under each verſe 
being left for all the variations of the MSS in that verſe, 
to be there inſerted : and this, according to the numer» 
cal order of the MSS, when catalogued and numbered 
in the Prolegomena to be prefixed to the whole Work, 
But the Reader is not to infer the number of volumes, 
which this Work will make hereafter, from the account 
of this preparatory Bible. For, tho* the Work ſhould 
at laſt be compriſed in two or three Folio Volumes; 
and tho' half the Space allowed in this interleaved Bible 
ſhould prove more than ſufficient in general for the va- 
rations, together with room for the correction of ſome 
miſtakes: yet, as ſome few verſes will require the full 
ſpace here allowed, and it cannot yet be known what 
tholg verſes may be, it was neceſſary to prepare a ſpace 
ſufficient for every ſuch exigency. | 


As to the Tranſcripts made during the preſent year, 
and now depaſited in the Bodleian library, in obedience 
to the Order of our Univerſity Delegates ; to the num- 

ber 44, before given in, are now added 17, from the 
collations of our own MSS. Among the preceding 44 
were 4, taken from ſuch Foreign MSS as have been 
ſent hither to be collated ; ſo that, 17 being added to 
40, it appears—that all the Collations of our own MS, 
as yet made, are now tranſcribed. For the greater ſafe- 
ty likewiſe of thoſe Collations, which (for the Benefit 


— 


of this Work) have been made in various parts of Eu- 
rope; tranſcripts of theſe alſo, to the number of 17, 
are now depoſited in the Bodleian library. And the 
MSS, which have been already collated, and now are 
under collation for me abroad, amount to between 
SixTY and SEVENTY, ES 


Whilſt the collation of the MSS was thus adyancing 3 
it was apprehended, that it would be very deſireable, if 
ſome uſe could likewiſe be made of the beſt Editions 
already printed. And though it would be evidently 
impoſſible for me to collate all theſe editions, unleſs in 
ſele& paſſages ; yet it ſeemed neceſſary, that the edi- 
tion of Van der Hoogbt (here made the Standard) ſhould 
be collated with that of Michaelis, printed at Hall, in 
1720: becauſe in this laſt edition, the Variations are 
already collected from the printed Bibles of Bomberg, 
Buxtorf, Stephens, the Antwerp and London Polyglotts, 
and ſeveral other editions : as is ſet forth in Michaelis 
Pref. p. 4 and 3. That the advantage of at leaſt this 
printed collation might be derived to the preſent Work ; 
a collation has been made of the whole text of Michaelis, 
and that of Y. Hooght : and a tranſcript of this colla- 
tion is now depoſited in the Bodleian library. 


The only remaining article, which ſhall be here men. 
tioned, as to the State of my Work at home, is this, 
Every learned Reader muſt have been ſenſible, that the 
different Beginnings of ſeveral Chapters in different 
Editions have occaſioned much trouble in referring to 
particular Verſes in the Hebrew Bible. And to prevent 
ſuch inconvenience, a collation has alſo been made of 
the Beginnings of all the Chapters, in the three edi- 
tions of V. Hooght, Michaelis, and the London Polyglott: 
and a tranſcript of this collation alſo is now depoſited 
with the others already mentioned, 
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As to the Collations made, and making, for this 
Work, during the preſent year, in other Countries; I 
ſhall firſt mention the great honour done me by a ſecond 
Letter from his Excellency The Baron de BernSTORFE, 
Principal Secretary of State to His Majeſty Txz Kino 
or DENMARK. And as the chief Ornament of my laſt 
Account was the Letter ſent me by his Excellency; I 
ſhall give freſh pleaſure to all the Patrons of my Work 
by inſerting an exact Copy of this ſecond Letter, 


Reverend Sir, 


Having received laſt September your Letter of Auguft the 14th, 
and ſome while after, about the end October, the Parcel mentioned 
therein, containing thoſe Books and Pamphlets You had been fo kind 
as to ſend hither, and for which I beg You will accept of my ſincere 
Acknowledgments, the Seaſon was then too far advanced, and the ſhort 
Winter-Days were thought too inconvenient for making, conformably 
to your Wiſhes, Sir, a Beginning with the intended Callation of our 
Manuſeripts, De neceſſary Meaſures were taken however, even 
during that Interval, in order to proceed to the ſame this Spring, 
without any further Loſs of Time; and it is now that, with the Al- 
mighty Help, the Wark is taking in band. It will be carefully con- 
dufted under the Inſpection of the Rev. D. D. Holm, Roſenſtand- 
Goiſce, and Cramer, Profeſſors of Divinity here, and mare particu- 
larly under that of Mr Kall, Profeſſor of the Oriental Languages. 
All the gboveſaid MS$ have actually been delivered laft Meet by the 
King's Orders to theſe Gentlemen, who, each of them employing ſe- 
veral ſeilful and diligent Subjetts, are in hopes to ſee a great deal of 
the Collation finiſhed this Tear; and when the whole is compleated,, 
You may depend upon its being tranſmitted ta You without the leaſt 
Delay. I cannot doubt but the Collators will endeavour, by apply» 
ing themſelves to their Taſk with. the utmoſt Care and Fidelity, to 


fſhew themſelves worthy of the Truſt repoſed in them. Meamwhile 


8 8 a« 


F have deen honoured by your ſecond Letter of February the 14th. 

Your Annual Accounts of 1763 and 1764 have been duly laid before 
His Majefly. It affords me a real Pleaſure to be able to acquaint 
You, Revd. Sir, with their having met with a very gracious Re- 
ception. Wiſhing You with all my Heart the beſt of Succeſſes to 
your moſt laudable Undertaking, I am with great Truth and 47 
tinguiſhed Efleem, Reverend Sir, 


Your maſt obedient humble Servant, 
COPENHAGEN; 
March the 19th, 1765. BERNSTORFr. 


At BRLIx, in the Royal library, a collation is making 
of a celebrated MS in 4 Folio Volumes; part of which 
collation I have received from Profeſſor Murſiuna. In 
the ſame Royal library is preſerved an Hebrew Bible, 
in 8vo printed; an edition, older by above 20 years 
than any printed Hebrew Bible known here in England. 
This, which was the Copy from whence the famous 
Luther made his Verſion, contains ſeveral hundred Va- 
riations from the Hebrew Bibles, ſince printed ; and I 
have therefore deſired a compleat collation of it to be 
made by Profeſſor Schultze, to whom I am much obliged 
for an account of this curious Book : and the world will 
be ſoon favoured with a Diſſertation upon 1t by this 
learned Profeſſor. But for the advantages at Berlin, I 
am particularly indebted to the very reverend Mr Sack, 
firſt Chaplain to His Majeſty Tuz KrnG or Pavss1A: 
and this zealous' Friend, who has furniſhed me with 
many uſeful notices, has been alſo at conſiderable ex- 
2 which he generouſly preſents to my Work as 
His Subſcription. | 


At Exruxr are ſome Hebrew MSS, which were col- 
lated for the edition of Michaelis before · mentioned; and 


concerning tbeir Various Readings, the following Re- 
marks ſeem neceſſary. Having often obſerved with ſur- 
prize, that the Variations, which in this Bible are pub- 
liſhed from theſe Erfurt MSS, are very trifling as well 
as few, in compariſon of thoſe in moſt other Hebrew 
MSS; I ſtrongly ſuſpected, that the Erfurt Variations 
were not properly repreſented in the Notes to that 
printed Bible, but that many Variations, particularly 
thoſe of greater Moment, were omitted. My Friends 
the juſtly celebrated Profeſſor Michaelis, of Gottingen, 
heating of my ſuſpicion, and being told that I had 
fixed upon two inſtances, found upon examination that 
theſe MSS contained many Variations not printed, and 
in particular the very Readings I had ſpecified : in teſ- 
timony of which he moſt obligingly ſent me two Certi- 
ficares ſigned and ſealed at Erfurt. I have therefore re- 
queſted, that theſe MSS may be mote fairly and fully 
repreſented to the Public, by an entire re-collation of 
them at my expence. And I doubt not, but ſuch fu- 
ture collation will be as ſerviceable to my Work, as the 
laſt might have been urged to the diſcredit of collating 
Hebrew MSS in general. 


In the Imperial library at Viexxa is a compleat MS 
of the Bible, not mentioned in any printed Catalogue; 
which has been collated for me by the learned Aloyfius | 
de Sonnenfels : and the Collation has been moſt carefully 
ſent me by His Excellency Lord Viſcount Sroxuor, 
His Majeſty's Ambaſſador Extraordinary at that Court. 


At Cor ox there is alſo a MS of the whole Bible, 
which is now collating at my requeſt: and for this per- 
miſſion I am highly obliged to the Rev. Dr Hilleſbeim, 
Rector of the College, who has favoured me with an 
account of this MS, and a Fac Simile of its character. 


At Froxxver has been lately finiſhed, hy the learned 
Führe Beretta and Bartoli, a compleat MS of the Bible; 
the Collation of which has been very obligingly brought 
to England, at the Requeſt of His Excellency Sir 
Hoa Ario Maxx, by the Rev. Mr Hamilton: who+ 
alſo brought the Various Readings of the ſecond and 
third Hebrew MSS, collated by the learned Profeſſor 
A Porta, in the Ambrofiant Library at MiLav. 


At Rows the learned Conftanzi has now executed my 
ſecond commiſſion there ; which was for collating 17 
MSS, 12 of which are creſkived in the Vatican. For 
the Uſe of the MSS in this celebrated Library, I grate- 
fully acknowledge myſelf indebted to the Goodneſs 
and Patronage of His Eminence Cardinal Ar BAN. 
And, as all my Patrons will be pleaſed with knowing, 
that the preſent Protector of the Vatican ſucceeded 
Cardinal PasstonEe1, not only in Office, but alſo in 
Zeal for my Work ; I ſhall acquaint them with my Obli- 
gations, In the firſt Lerter, with which His Eminence 
honoured me, He was pleaſed to ſay Et vgant juſqu'ou 
vous avez en fi peu de tems avance un Ouvrage i fraitux 
et penible, je ne puis fi non vous feliciter de tout mon caur 
de Pheureux ſuccts a une entrepriſe, qui rendra votre nom 
immortel d la poſterite plus reculle, et dont la Republique 
des Lettres tirera tant de profit et de lumieres. And ſome 
time after, in anſwer to my application for a ſecond Col- 
lation in the Vatican, His Eminence (then Cardinal- 
Librarian) condeſcended to write the following Letter; 
which 1 here inſert, inſtead of that hitherto inſerted 
from Cardinal Pass ox EI. 


Quas ad me dedifli humaniſſimas Literas calendis Decembris, 
accepi Vir clar. et quam molgſſe ab iis intellexi te gravi correptum 
morbo in diſcrimine fuiſſe, tantundem ex animo gratulor te plene 
convaluiſſe. Medicorum autem, quorum aperũ ereptus es, comfili- 


and the gracious acceptance of my Annual Ae 80 


am amplegaris velim, tamperando nimirum a literariis latoribus, 
ne nimius in illis ardor valetudini tue Meiat; quantum enim lite- 
rariæ Reipublice ut infigne Opus tuum vulgotur, tantundem mea in- 
tereft ut diu viva: incolumis. Jus erit Profeſſri Conſtantia tot ca- 
dicum collationem inſtituere, quot Vaticang Bibliatheca complictitur; 
iligus tradam codicum indicem, quem myfiſti, ut illi guantecius 
ſerwtetur. Drod me juſſis bongſſes tuis, idgue equidem. ut crehre fa- 
ciat, oro :  Deumgue 0. M. enixe rogo, To ad ſeras qunos ſerynt in- 
columem. 

" Rome, 7 Cal. Febr. 1763. 


1 Card. Azzanvs. 


What has been lately done at Paz 18, I have not yet 
been informed particularly; on account of the Death 
of that eminent Promoter of this Work and my zealous 
Friend, the learned and worthy Librarian of the Sarbanne, 
Profeſſor LAvO AT. But, notwithſtanding this af- 
fecting Loſs ; I cannot doubt of conſiderable Aſſiſtance 
from that City. . For, being very deſirous, that ſome of 
the beſt MSS in the Royal Library there might be col- 
lated for my Work, I this year applied to His Excel- 
lency The Earl of HxRrroxn, His Majeſty's late Am- 
baſſador Extraordinary at the Court of France; who im- 
mediately obtained Leave, and in the moſt obliging 
manner honoured me with the notice of it, and with the 
Letter of The Count de St FLOnzN TIN. My grateful 


Thanks are alſo due to His Excellency be Duke de Ni- 


VERNOI1S ; who applied likewiſe for the Royal MSS, and 
preſented to His MajzsTy the laſt Annual Account 
of my Work. The ſecond Letter, which his Excellen- 
cy condeſcended to write to me, will acquaint my Pa- 
trons with the Honour thus done me by this Ornament 
and Patron of Literature The Duke de Nivernotrs, 


ſo great a Monarch as His Sqvzzz ton. 
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5 Paris 3 Mar. 1765. 
' Jedypas nega? he remettre  adjourd buy au Roy, Monjeurs 


un Exemplaire du compte que Vous avis rendu cette anne# des progres 


4.5 votre outrage. S. Majefti @ regu ce preſent avec plaifer, et a 


1 charg de vous li temoigner. Fay remis auſſi a M. de $. Florentin 


þ ' exemplaire que Vous m' avis arg Pour luy. Ce Miniftre concou- 
rera bien volmtiers a tout ce qui pourra accelerer la confection d'un 


ft important ouvrage. Je ſoubaite, Monfieur, avoir reuſſi par mon 


Zelt a executer vas ordres a vous dunner une nouvelle preuve de mon 
divouement ſincere, et de tous les ſentiments avec les quels j'ay Phon- 
neur d'etre tres parfaitement, Monſieur, votre tres humble et tres 
obeiſſant Serviteur, 


L Duc vx Nrvennors. 


The laſt State of my Work mentioned my particular 
Obligation to The Learned Academy at MaxnEIH; and 
I now gratefully acknowledge the Favour of Taz 
EtzcTtor PALATINE : for, at the Recommendation of 
His Serene Highneſs, I have lately obtained an account 
of an Hebrew MS at Mentz, which was drawn up by 
the learned Mr Goldbagen. This account has been ſent 
me by my friend Mr D* Harold, at the Court of Man- 
heim; to whom I am alfo indebted for a very obliging 
Letter from Mr Scbmidtæ, Counſelor to the ManGRAvE 


of Baden Durlac, ates roar MSS in His 


* s Library. 


Laſtly: in the enumeration of ede and Enquiric 
for the Benefit of this Work, during the preſent year; 
very grateful mention muſt be made of the Favour of 
His Excellency, The Honoutable Sir JoszPH Yorke, 
His Majeſty's Ambaſſador Extraordinary at the Hague, 
in relation to ſome valuable MSS at Uzrecbt. 


In conſequence of ſuch numerous and. angular Obli- 
es it is certainly my duty to exert, my utmoſt en- 
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deavours for the perfection of my Work, and the fa: 


tisfaction of all the Patrons of it: and as ſome of them 
have, in the laſt year, mentioned to me two circum- 


ſtances, I will take notice of both in this place, It has 


been faid—that it would be agreeable to the preſent, 
and might procure more, Subſcribers; if ſome Specimen 
were to be printed, now and then, to prove the Im- 
portance of the Work by the Various Readings col- 
lected from the MSS. But I muſt obſerve, that a re- 


gular Specimen of any part of the Bible is at preſent 


impoſſible; becauſe Acceſſions are making to every 
part continually. And let be obferved farther, that 1 
have already communicated to the Public, at different 
times, above 300 inſtances of ſuch Various Readings; 
many of which are ſo important, that thoſe Perſons, 
who cannot be convinced by them, will certainly not 
be convinced by 300 more. And as to thoſe, who were 
at all convinced, that this Wark was proper to be un- 
dertaken; ſuch, it is preſumed, muſt ſtill think 1 it * 
finiſhing and publiſhing. 
Ihe other circumſtance, mentioned in this year, is 
— that, a particular account of the Expence not being 
annually printed, it has been inſinuated, that this Work 
is perhaps carried on with very little or ne Expence; 
at leaſt, not with an Expence at all proportioned to the 
Subſcription, To this I ſay, firſt, that I do by no means 
geſire any one Perſon to entruſt me with his Money, 
who doubts my proper Application of it. And I beg 
leave to add, for the perfect Satisfaction of all my Sub- 
ſcribers, that ( excluſive of the Collations of many other 
MSS already engaged for in different Parts of Europe) 
my Expences, in this one Year, on account of this 
Work, amount to above Six HUN DED Pounds; 
the greater part of which is —_— and conſtant Ex: 
pence, in every Year, 
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I mall now conclude this Annual Account with part 
of an Elogium upon my Work and its PaTRQNs, deli- 


vered in a Public Oration, at Hall in Saxony, by the 


reverend and learned Dr SzMLEs, Profeſſor of Divinity 
in that Univerſity. | 


Cum ampli ſſima iila exornandi Hebraici codicis provincia, quam 
Celeb. Kennicotum apud Angles, primum rite, melioribus certe au- 
ſpiciis quam ante ipſum quenquam, ſuſcepiſſe. ſcimus, non ſolum eo- 
rum omnium excipiatur publicis plauſibus, qui in Romana Eccleſia li- 
berali eruditioni non obſcure favere videntur, ſed etiam deditiſſmmis 
Audis ultro promaveatur : dubitari non poteſt, nec inter nos defuturos, 
qui tantæ et tam præelgræ rei ſucceſſus proſperos, vatis ominibuſque 
lætis, publice priuatimgue adjutum eart.--- Fam vel inter eos, quibuꝶ 
litterarum ſacrarum diſciplina traditur, gratulari fibi ſolet, quotug 
quiſque oft erectioris ingenii ; quod hæc vivends tempora attigerit, 
quibus Publicum quaſi Signum ereftum eft, ad bene ſperandum de 
ampl, ;ficanda Hebraici cadicis dignitate. ---Equidem varie affici ſolea, 
cum luculentiſſima illa fludia cogito, que in Anglia, beata pluribus 
nominibus Inſula, publice privatimgue ingenti contentione ad hanc 
cauſam promovendam conferuntur. Rx G18 illius Auguſtiſumi ſplen- 
didiſſimam munificentiam facile nobis fingimus : ſeimus enim Angliæ 
Regem ęſſe. ACADEMIARUM Britannia utriuſque illuſtrem ac 
venuſtum conſenſum, in adijuvando Kennicati propoſito, quis non ad- 
miretur ? Tres Academia omnes Iubentiſſime votis cus occurrunt. 
Bi Reverendiſſimi Ax cHIEYIS Oo I liberalifſime condicunt ſum- 
tus. Nobiliſſimi PrINC1PEs, Honoratiſſimi ComiTEs, ultro 
conferunt. Reverendorum EpiscoproRUM et DECANORUM 
exiſtit fauſta concordia. BARONEs, ARMIGER1, privati adeq 
Religionis ADMIN1STRI1, numero longo in Societatem hanc coeunt. 


' Portunatos, Felice ibi eruditos ! 
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THE Delegates of the Preſs, in the Univerſity of Oxford, 

having in January 1960 ſubſcribed to Dr Kennicott's 
Collation of the Hebrew M88 z and having inſerted in an Or- 
der then made the following words [ That their Subſcription bu 
continued at the beginning of every Year, upon Dr Kennicott's pro- 
during a Certificate from the Royal Profeſſor of Hebrew, that 


in his Judgment a competent Progreſs hath been made in the ſaid 


Wark during the Tear preceding z } and the faid Delegates, as 
well as the Univerſity of Cambridge, having in the beginning 
of the Year 1763 renewed their Subſcription to this Work 
on condition of a Certificate from me, as before - mentioned; 
and Dr Kennicott haying applied to me for ſuch à Certifi- 
Fate : I do hereby accordingly Certify, for the Satisfaction of 
both theſe Univerſities, and of fuch Perſons as have encouraged 
this Work by their Subſcriptions, that the ſeyeral Parts of the 
Collation ( made during this Sixth Year) have been laid 


before me; and my Opinion is, that Dr Kennicott hath made 


à very competent Progreſs in the ſaid Collation. And, upon 
conſidering ſeveral of the Various Readings, which he has 
already diſcovered in the Hebrew MSS; I think this Work 
will be of very conſiderable Service to Sacred Literature. 


THO. HUNT, 
Chris- Church ; | 
December 11, 1765. 


Regius Profeſſor of Hebrew, 
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